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Life and Career of Aram Shah 

1210 – 1211 AD 

 

Dr. Rehana Begum 

 

Kutb-ud-din Aibak established Turkish Sultanate in India 

and made Delhi the capital of his kingdom. He ruled as a 

representative of Shahab-ud-din Mohammad Ghauri from 1192 

to 1206 AD and as a Sultan from 1206 to 1210 AD. During 

playing the Chaugan (Polo) at Lahore he fell down from his 

horse and died. The sudden death of Kutb-ud-din Aibak at 

Lahore 4 November, 1210 AD in the midst of the threatening 

dangers from all sides, placed the infant Turkish kingdom in 

India in even worse condition. The difficult task which the late 

Sultan had taken up was still unaccomplished when he met his 

doom early in the year 1210 AD leaving his Indian kingdom in 

a confused order. Consequently, as the Muslim kingdom of 

India could not remain without a Chief, the nobles, officers of 

Lahore, raised Aram Shah to the throne of Delhi and treated him 

as the successor of the late Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak in India. 

With the accession of Aram Shah to the throne the first 

question arises as to who he was and what was his relation 

with Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak, because our historians are 

diagonally opposed in identifying Aram Shah’s descent, so this 

question requires a special treatment. To start with, we find 

clear cut versions about his identification. The first set of 

historians says that Aram Shah was the son and successor of 

Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak. The second group of historians 

mentions that Aram Shah was the brother of Kutb-ud-din 

Aibak. According to the third version he was none but an 
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adopted son of the late Sultan Aibak. And lastly some scholars 

assert that Aram Shah was not even a relative of Kutb-ud-din 

Aibak, but was he elevated to the throne at Lahore and was 

presented as a son to be an heir to rule as a puppet in the hands 

of some ambitious nobles. 

Now let us examine the above versions one by one 

separately. In the chapter on Aram Shah in Tabkat-e-Nasiri, 

contemporary historian Minhaj-us-Siraj after few lines, he 

himself writes that Kutb-ud-din Aibak had three daughters of 

whom two, one after the death of the other, were wedded to 

Malik Nasiruddin Qubacha and the third was married to 

iltutmish.2 This, therefore, makes no reference to Aram Shah. It 

appears that though, Minhaj-us-Siraj was himself not very much 

certain about the identity of Aram Shah. But the view that Aram 

Shah was the son of Kutb-ud-din Aibak has been further 

supported by many other works like Lubb-ut-Tawarikh.3 

Tabqat-e-Akbari4 and Tarikh-e-Farishta5 respectively. The 

Intikhab-al-Muntakhab shows that Aram Shah after his father’s 

death ascended the throne.6 Yahya bin Abdullah Sarhindi also 

writes him as the son of Kutb-ud-din Aibak.7 Similarly 

according to Tarikh-e-Ghauri Aram Shah was the eldest son of 

Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak.8 However, Khulasat-us-Tawarikh9 

and Chahar Gulshan10 both assert that Aram Shah was the so-

called son of Kutb-ud-din Aibak. Some of the modern scholars 

like A.B.M. Habibullah11 and others also accept Aram Shah to 

be the son of the late Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak.12 

The second view is held by Abul Fazal who very 

surprisingly mentions Aram Shah as the brother of Kutb-ud-

din Aibak.13 Abul Fazal, who was a later historian, gives no 

authoritative arguments. His source of information is found to 

be weak on corroboration. This is why the other historians take 

no account of version made by him.  

However, the third version is headed by Raverty who 
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suggests that Aram Shah was an adopted son of Kutb-ud-din 

Aibak and hailed him with the title of Sultan Aram Shah.14 

The author of Tarikh-e-Jahan Kusha writes that Kutb-ud-

din Aibak had no son but a slave known as Iltutmish who 

became heir apparent to the throne.15 This view according to 

Muhammad Aziz Ahmad, gives the most appropriate expression 

that Kutb-ud-din Aibak had no son but a slave “Iltutmish” who 

became heir apparent to the throne and further, he writes that 

Aram Shah, in fact, was not a relative of Kutb-ud-din Aibak.16 

Sir W. Haig seems to be confused on this point and is not clear 

whether Aram Shah was the natural or the adopted son of Kutb-

ud-din Aibak. This heir apparent was “sometimes described” by 

him incorrectly “as Aibak’s adopted son but usually believed to 

have been a son of his body”.17 Similarly, Henry George Keene 

also seems to be confused in establishing the relationship of 

Kutb-ud-din Aibak with that of Aram Shah because at one place 

he mentions the latter as the son of Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak 

while the other he controverts his own statement and describes 

him as only an adopted son.18 

Lastly, the fourth group of scholars assert that Aram 

Shah was not a son of Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak and in order 

to avoid the confusion and strike inseparable from a delayed or 

disputed successor, the nobles of Lahore hurriedly proclaimed 

him as son. Muhammad Aziz Ahmad belonging to the last 

group, argues that the new Sultan Aram Shah was neither the 

son nor the brother of Kutb-ud-din Aibak. “Sultan Aram 

Shah”, according to him “therefore, might have been a Turkish 

Malik whom his colleagues and friends raised to the throne 

with a view to retain peace, tranquillity, order and 

government, as also the probable heir Shams-ud-din Iltutmish 

was not available on the spot and the throne could not remain 

vacant so long as he took to return to Delhi.”19 He further 

writes that, “Kutb-ud-din had no son to succeed. However, a 
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son was presented to be an heir, but the final choice lay with 

the Maliks and Amirs. They could choose from among the 

relations of the ex-King or select a new man altogether. Aram 

Shah was selected for his weakness to play the part of a mere 

puppet. Selection by the officers meant that they exacted 

favours as pre-condition to their support.”20  

In the face of these varied statements, unfortunately 

Hasan Nizami, a contemporary historian, who furnishes us with 

a detailed account of Kutb-ud-din Aibak’s life and career, does 

not give any information about Aram Shah. Over-sighting the 

short reign of Aram Shah, he simply passes on the accession of 

Iltutmish after the death of Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak,21 which 

according to him, took place in the year 607 H. (1210 AD).22 

Under the circumstances aforesaid, it is almost difficult 

to arrive at a fair conclusion. All the historians, contemporary, 

later or modern have gone too far from the fact and have 

simply led their faculty to travel in vain from one extreme to 

another in order to locate the fact. With the silence of a 

reliable and contemporary work like Taj-ul-Maasir of Hasan 

Nizami on the issue there has been left the only other reliable 

work Tabkat-e-Nasiri of Minhaj-us-Siraj which is certainly the 

only and the most authentic source for study. Probably relying 

on the version23 of this great historian Muhammad Aziz 

Ahmad assert that Kutb-ud-din Aibak left no son to succeed 

him and therefore Aram Shah was neither his son nor brother 

but was merely a Turkish Malik, who was installed at the 

throne.24 But Minhaj-us-Siraj is a frank historian and he has 

clearly mentioned in the case of Shahab-ud-din Muhammad 

Ghauri that he had no male heir25 to succeed him and therefore 

his vast empire was succeeded by his feeble nephew Ghayas-

ud-din Mahmud.26 Similarly, had it been the case also with his 

another favourite Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak, he would never 

have failed to record it. But here in this case Minhaj-us-Siraj 
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has not frankly admitted that Aram Shah was not the son of 

Kutb-ud-din Aibak. His mere mentioning of the name of the 

Aram Shah as the son and successor of Kutb-ud-din altogether 

rejects the theory of Muhammad Aziz Ahmad whose statement 

is purely based on the second version of our historian. It is 

more likely that Aram Shah, who was weak and feeble son of 

Kutb-ud-din Aibak, pleasure loving unlike his father and 

incapable to hold the reins of government, failed to attract 

most of our historians and Minhaj-us-Siraj, who was a strong 

admirer of Kutb-ud-din Aibak, is not exception. That is why 

perhaps, he makes only a passing reference as to the identity 

of Aram Shah who was the real son and successor of Kutb-ud-

din Aibak. 

 

Fall of Aram Shah:  

It is quite clear from the above that due to the call of the 

urgency, the chiefs and the nobles of Lahore installed Aram 

Shah the son of Kutb-ud-din Aibak, as the heir and successor 

of late Sultan, though ill-adopted, he was destined to govern 

such a vast empire. Nasir-ud-din Qubacha, one of the slave 

commanders of Shahab-ud-din Muhammad Ghauri, who was 

then the governor of Sindh, taking advantage of the weakness 

of the new Sultan, marched towards Uch27 and Multan28 in 

order to extend his dominion. He consequently captured these 

ones along with Sherwan, Dewal and other places.29 His 

authority according to Minhaj-us-Siraj, reached as far as the 

sea shore and many forts, cities and towns of the territory of 

Sindh including Tabarhinda, Kuhram and Sarsuti, fell quickly 

into province of his power.30 He is also said to have occupied 

Lahore several times.31 At the same time the Khilji rulers of 

Bengal also revolted and asserted for their independence, 

similarly, other dependent chiefs also threw off their 

allegiance in many parts of the empire.32 
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The nomination of Aram Shah as the successor of Sultan 

Kutb-ud-din Aibak was not supported by other nobles, 

particularly, the nobles of Delhi. Consequently, the nobles, 

amirs and the Chiefs were divided into two open groups, the 

Chiefs of Lahore who supported the nomination of Aram Shah 

as the Sultan of Delhi, and the Chiefs of Delhi, who 

challenged this nomination. The time was hard and tough 

which demanded a strong and powerful man, but Sultan Aram 

Shah was on the contrary, not endowed with requisite qualities 

and was completely unfit to deal with the problems. Therefore, 

the Amirs of Delhi rejected this appointment. In the meantime, 

Iltutmish33 had already earned his name and fame during the 

governorship of Badayun.34 In fact, Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak 

had regarded him as his son35 and had given him the 

governorship of Badayun.36 Ultimately, the nobles of Delhi in 

consultation with the other discontented nobles and headed by 

the Sipah-salar37 Amir Ali Ismail who was the Amir-e-Dad38 of 

the capital city39 despatched an invitation to Iltutmish, at 

Badayun40 to hasten, to Delhi and assume the throne.41 

Iltutmish at once accepted the offer and marched hurriedly 

without hesitation as the head of his army and by the 

assistance of his party he met with a cordial reception. He 

captured the fort and city of Delhi in 607 H.42 or 1210 AD, and 

the whole territory around the capital city was subsequently 

brought under his sway.43  

On the other hand, in order to dethrone Iltutmish from 

Delhi, Aram Shah collected for his assistance a large army 

comprising mainly of Qutbi Amirs and Maliks. As also 

managed to raise a powerful army from Amroha and other 

parts of the dominion. Thus, Aram Shah having recruited a 

strong force advanced towards Delhi to punish Iltutmish. The 

challenge thrown by Aram Shah was promptly responded by 

Iltutmish, who had already possessed the capital city. The 
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contending armies met each other in the plan facing the city 

and after a feeble resistance put forth by Aram Shah and his 

army the former was ultimately defeated and put to rout. Most 

of the followers of Aram Shah including both Aqsanqar and 

Farrukh Shah, were slain.44 Aram Shah himself in all 

probability was martyred by his adversary.45 The reign of 

Aram Shah, which was terminated within a space of one 

year,46 proved short lived. During this short reign, the newly 

founded Turkish Empire, India broke into pieces and was 

majorly subdivided into four portions. The territory of Sindh 

was under the possession of Nasir-ud-din Qubacha; the 

dominion of Delhi was dominated by Iltutmish; the territory of 

Lakhnauti was occupied by the Khilji Maliks and Sultans; and 

the state of Lahore which according to the flux of 

circumstances, was occupied sometimes by Qubacha and 

sometimes by Iltutmish until Qubacha was finally defeated at 

the hands of Iltutmish in the year 1227 AD.47 

Thus, it is quite clear from the above description that 

Aram Shah’s short reign was one of a total failure. Had he 

survived a title more as a Sultan of Delhi, the Muslim 

Kingdom of India was sure to have been dismantled. But 

thanks to the timely emergence of Iltutmish into a powerful 

and capable person as regards the governance of the empire 

that the Muslim Kingdom was saved from falling into dust. 

The doom of Aram Shah was inevitable before such a worth 

man like Iltutmish. And with the defeat and overthrow of 

Aram Shah from the Delhi Sultanate, sometime in the end of 

1210 AD, came the end of the line of the first ruling family 

over the newly founded Turkish kingdom in North India. The 

family of Sultan Iltutmish immediately thereafter succeeded 

his master Sultan Kutb-ud-din Aibak’s family which, however, 

lasted for about half a century. 
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