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No. 608: "An annonymous history of the Zamindars of
Banaras from the time of Raja Mansa Ram to the deposition of
Rajah Chait Singh A.H. 1195= A.D. 1780 Author :Ghulam Husayn
Khan ibn Himmat Khan,

b =Pl b

The work is preceeded by an introduction written by
Ghulam Husayn Khan's grandson Subhan Ali" ...............
RN NI e T R (o

=2 oo

"2472. Ms. Ind. Inst. Pers. 20

An untitled history of the zamindars of Benares from Mansaram to
the deposition of Cait Singh in a.h.1195 = a.d.1780, compiled by Ghulam
Husain Khan b. Muhammad Himmat Khan, and edited by his grandson
Subhan Ali Khan b. Hasan Ali Khan. See Storey, no.921.

The only hitherto recorded copy is Bankipore vii. 608, which is
described in the catalogue as 'lacking one or two folios at the end'. It appears,
however, from the present copy that all that is missing after the word riydsat

(quoted as the last word in the Banki pore copy) is the following:
oty BEFUL Sl m"'/‘u:’)m”/‘)lf’{ u’ﬂ.’d/l.g’fala Ul oy
By J“C)c/’;’) A JJL Jos bl L"J"{ syl o[e1] Ci/

Begining of the editor's preface, f. ib
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"The following extract is translated from the Zikr-al-Sair,

written at Cawnpore in1221 H.( 20th March 1806-9th March 1807) by

Ghulam Husain Khan, son of Himmat khan, a native of
Shahjahanabad(Delhi)." ()
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Princess Zebun-Nisa

Facts and Fiction
by : Prof. S.H. Askari.

Ex- Professor of History, Patna University, Patna

Dilras Bano, the first and favourite wife of Prince
Mohyuddin Aurangzeb and the daughter of the Iranian noble,
Badi-uzzman entitled as Shah Nawaz Khan Safavi was mother of
five children of whom three were daughters and two were sons.
Of these the eldest was the highly talented princess Zebunnisa
born in 1638 A.D. Fifteen years after, in 1653 she was followed
by Prince Azam Alijah an equally accomplished and a capable
person in arts and literature besides politics. Writing that she had
been brought out of jail to offer condolence to Ruhullah Khan an
Iranian noble, Maulana' Shibli was off the mark and quite wrong
in confusing her name with that of the other sister. The fact is
that he confused the name of Zinatunnisa with her eldest sister
Zebunnisa. In giving birth to the fifth and the last child who was
given the name of the greatest of the imperial Mughals, sovereign
Akbar, Dilras Bano died due to the pangs of delivery. The self
imposed duty of acting as the God-Mother of the newly born boy
Man-jaya (Uterine brother) devolved upon the 19 years old
Zebunnisa and her love and affection for him remained to the last
of her days.

The evidence available to us leads us to think that
Aurangzeb had a very warm heart and had a tender feeling for her

! Magalat-i-Shibli.
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eldest daughter Zebunnisa who was a highly talented poetess and
a stylish writer in prose and poetry with fine hands. We have got
a letter of the imperial father which begins with the very
affectionate address “Baba-i man, Jaan-I Man, Janan Man (My
darling, My soul, My life)” 2. He eulogized in appreciative terms
her diction in writing a brochure on Ashura (10" Muharram). But
not long after this she fell from grace and was never pardoned till
her death in 1701-2 A.D. There can be no doubt about the close
connection of her fall from grace and the affair of her beloved but
wayward or self-willed brother Akbar with whom she appears to
have kept up the practice of writing clandestine letters which may
had been intercepted. One can presume that the contents of such
letters comprised advice and warnings, so as to keep him off from
taking some wrong steps and displaying any evil designs against
her imperial father, rather than afford any encouragement for
wrong steps. Akbar originally called Farzand-i Arjumand, and
‘Baland Akhtar’ and later on dubbed as ‘bad Akhtar’ and ‘Akbar
as Abtar’. Akbar was only 16 or 17 years of age in 1682 when he
was deputed to lead an army for a war against the Rathors of
Jodhpur, over the posthumous sons of the great Rathore Raja
Jaswant Singh of Marwar.

Both Zebunnisa and Akbar had been great favourites of
their imperial father. Bernier the shrewd French traveller and
intellectual, who had close and long connection with and
knowledge of royal family shrewdly observed that the emperor
had taken great care in giving good education to both, and there
was a time when he dangled or held out temptations of Akbar
succeeding to the throne after him. Zebunnisa was held in high
esteem because of her good education and scholarship. As a
result of the care and attention bestowed upon her, he had taken
care to give her best education of the time. He had called Hafiza

2 Maadanul Inshe by Chiranjeev Das.
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Maryam the sister of his secretary Inayatullah Kashmiri and
appointed her as the first tutor of the Princess. The first thing she
was called upon to do was to memorize the Holy Book of Islam,
the whole of the Quran. When she was examined and her recitals
(Qira’at) from the different places in the Holy Book was found to
be quite correct, she was given 30,000 gold Mohars and a small
jagir in Kashmir, where she built a small house meant for the
tourists and way farers; Aurangzeb the great emperor himself had
an occasion to stay in this house when he went to Kashmir to
recuperate his health after his continued illness in 1664. Hafiza
Maryam was also richly rewarded. A much worthy and
accomplished tutor and guide, who came from Iran in early years
of the regime was Akhund Saeed Ashraf Mazandrani, a direct
descendant on the mother side of the renowned Shia Mujtahid
Mullah Taqi Majlisi. Mullah Saeed Ashraf remained in India for
more than a decade after which he got home-sick, and sought
permission to return to Iran. He, in the petition for the
permission, wrote the following lines “Yakbar az watan natawan
be giraft dil” (I could not withraw even for once my heart from
my homeland). “Dar ghurbatam agar che fuzun ast aitibar”
(althought in my self-exile, I have had increasing honour and
trust). “Nisbat cho batinist che Dehli che Isfahan” (I shall remain
spiritually linked with you whether I am in Delhi or in Isfahan).
“Dil pesh-i tust man che ba Kabul che Qandhar” (My heart will
remain with you whether I am in Kabul or in Qandhar).

Ahmad Ali Sandelvi has given a fairly long account of
the fall of a notebook from the hands of a maid servant into
water. But others had mentioned only one line, “As Qaza Aaina-
i-Chini Shikast” (accidently the Chinese mirror fell and broke
into pieces). Akhund Saeed Ashraf immediately added, “Khoob
Shud Asbab Khud-Bini Shikast” (It was quite good that the cause
of becoming self-conceited is gone).
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Akhund Saeed Ashraf came to India again for the second
time and became very much attached to Zebunnisa as her tutor
and guide. A small booklet named Mufidul Insha which I had it
purchased for the K.B.O.P.L. Patna compiled by Champat Rai
has furnished very valuable material regarding the Princess and
the Iranian scholar Akhund Saeed Ashraf Mazindran. The latter
composed a chronogram giving the year of the death of his
Princely pupil which happened two years before his own death in
1704 A.D. He lies buried in Monghyr.

In studying the career and the literary contributions and
achievements of Princess Zebunnisa and her relations with Saeed
Ashraf we have to consult the following sources and detailed
accounts : Alamgirnama by Muhammad Kazim®. He was the first
and the single official historiographer of the great emperor
(dealing with the first ten years of reign), Maa’sir-i-Alamgiri by
Musta’id* Khan Saqi, translated into English by Sir Jadunath
Sarkar, Maa’sirul Umarah > . Tazkira-e Sarkhush, Khazan-e
Amira, Serv-e Azad and Yad-e-Baiza by Ghulam Ali Azad
Bilgrami in three volumes and also translated in English.
Incidental notices are also found in Makhzan-ul-gharaib by
Ahmad Ali Sandelvi*, the book of Maulana Mohammad Hussain
Azad. On Zebunnsia, also an article by Sir Jadunath Sarkar in
‘Studies in Mughal India and Ancestors of Aurangzeb’®.

Zebunnisa like many princesses of the family of the
imperial Mughals remained unmarried like Jahan Ara Begum and
Roshan Ara Begum, the sisters of Aurangzeb. Jahan Ara called
Begum Sahiba had been scandalized by the gossipy Venetian

3 He was the first and the single official historiographer of the great
emperor.

4 Translated into English by Sir Jadhunath Sarkar.

5n three volumes and also translated into English.

6 Makhzan-ul-ghraib
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Manucci. She had been the favourite daughter of Shah Jahan and
like Dara Shikoh was a pious authoress of a biographical book on
the Chishti Qadri Sufi Saint named Mulla Shah. She did not
marry of her own accord because she was much more immersed
in learning and had built up a magnificent library in the imperial
metropolis full of books written by scholars coming from far and
near. Many of the works were written by others in her name such
as Zebut-tafasir, a Persian rendering of the well known Arabic
Commentary of Fakhruddin Razi rendered into Persian at her
biddings by the Persian Savant Safiuddin Ardbeli, who named it
after her. She was herself the compiler of her letters called Zebul
Munsha’at, which has become extinct. Her poetical effusions in
Persian with her nom-de-plume ‘Makhfi’ have been confused
with those in the Diwan of Rashti Irani whose pen name was also
‘Makhfi’. The Diwan of Rashti has been published in many
places notably by Nawal Kishor Press of Lucknow and Saeedi
Press of Lahore.

The gossipy European travellers say that the Mughal
kings allowed their daughters to remain unmarried. This is not
true. Jahangir called Salim was the son of a Hindu mother but his
eldest son and heir apparent Pervez who was appointed Governor
of Bihar, whose name appears not only in the Sangin Masjid of
Patna but also in a Mausoleum in Sultanpur, a suburb of
Bhagalpur and who gave the name of Pervazabad to what is
known as Pahlazaghat, was married with an Iranian Lady whose
daughter became the wife of Dara Shikoh. Aurangzeb himself
was responsible for marriages of 1zad Bakhsh and the son of his
brother Sipah Shikoh, the son of Dara. The fact generally ignored
is the importance attached to ‘Kufv’ which means of the same
rank, standing and qualities to which great importance was
generally given.
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Zebunnisa’s picture has been painted in very dark colours
not only by some European scholars who were ignorant of the
reality of the situation and wrote out gossipy accounts which they
heard from the rabble in the street. The scandalous picture
painted by the Europeans of the female members of the imperial
Mughal falls into less significance as compared with what we
find from the pen of the story tellers in Persian language of
places like Lahore and Kashmir. Perhaps there is streak of
sectarian prejudices which impelled these people to write all sorts
of false stories. One wrote that Princess Zebbunnisa, standing on
the balcony said to Aqil Khan Razi who was passing on the road
side: “Shunidam Tark-i Khidmat Kard Aqil Khan ba Nadani” (I
have heard that Aqil Khan had given up his job due to his
foolishness). The reply came, “Chera Karey Kunad Aqil Ke Baz
Aayed Pashemani” (Why should Aqil do a thing for which he had
to regret afterwards).

There is an another story. Aqil Khan going on the road
side, saw the Princess Zebunnisa on the balcony garbed in a red
dress and said, “Surkh Poshey ba Lab-e Bam Nazar mi Aayed
(One garbed in red clothes comes into view on the balcony).
Immediately came the reply, “Na ba zari, na ba zorey, na ba zar
mi aayed” (She cannot come either through weeping or
lamentation or any kind of strength and not even because of gold
and silver).

The climax was reached by malicious people in
maligning the Princess for immorality and impurity of character
when they connected the story that once Zebunnisa and Aqil
Khan were talking together in the palace where there was a large
cauldron for hot water. Aurangzeb entered and made a show that
he had not seen the affair. Then Mirza Aqil was concealed under
the cauldron and on the Emperor’s order fire was set to the water
in the cauldron for the bath of the Princess and the infatuated



-7-

lover was roasted alive. The last words dinned into the heart of
the lover by the Princess were these.

S R 5o lia 00 e e

PS8 a8 5 el s S )
“Bad murdan ze jafaye tu agar yad kunam
Az kafan dast barun aaram-o- faryad kunam”

(After my death when I remember my oppression
practiced by you, I shall bring my hands out of the shroud and
would pour out my lamentations).

Before we proceed it is worth while to give the correct and
historical version about the life and career of Aqil Khan. The real
name of the so-called lover of Zebunissa was Mir Askari an
Iranian, and his nom-de-plume’ was Razi. He was a devotee of a
saintly personage Shah Burhanuddin after whom Burhanpur city
was named. He was a favourite official of the Emperor Aurangzeb
who conferred upon him the title of Aga Khan. He was made Post
Master General but resigned in 1669 and does not find any
mention till 1676. In 1676 he was appointed to be superintendent
of the bathroom and was given a Mansab of two thousand. In
1680 he retired from Public Service with annual pension of
considerable amount. Again in 1690 he was made Bakhshi, two
years later he was elevated to the office of the Governor of Delhi.
He was at the same place with Zebunissa at Daulatabad in 1658,
then at Lahore in 1665 for a week only, then forthwith the
imperial court at Delhi and Agra till his resignation in April
1669. Again was with the court during the Rajput Wars of 1679
and 1680 and finally at Delhi from January 1681 to 1696.
According to Alamgirnama and Ma’asirul Umara he died in
1699 A. D.

There is another story which appears to have had some basis.
A poor impertinent poet of Sirhind named Nasir Ali composed a line:

7 See Ma’asirul Umara for Agil Khan. See also the royal letters in the
supplement of Kalemate-Taiyebaat and also Sarkar’s Study in Mughal India, 14
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add lan Cigda ) A8 A laa a )
pd Ll ) @b ey 2l

"Az ham juda na shud ze Halawat juda labam
shayed Raseed bar labe Zaibunnisa labam"

(Owing to sweet deliciousness my lips did not part one from the
another; perhaps my lips have had access to the lips of ornament of
women).

When the Princess heard of this affront from an ordinary poet
of Sirhind, she became furious and burst out:
bl_l.libl‘).}‘slcel_u‘slc‘)mh
R e W 53 A
"Nasir Ali Banam-1-Ali Burdai Panah
Warna ba zulfigar-i Ali Sar Buridarni”
(Nasir Ali has taken refuge under the name of Ali, otherwise I
would have got his head severed from the body by the sword of Ali).

The Mughal ladies specially the Princesses were inaccessible
to all and there was no prying into the secrets of the Harem or
Seraglio. But we have to explain a few facts about the great Princess:
(1) why is it that Zinatunnisa her younger sister finds much more
and frequent mentions from the Emperor in the letters of the Akham
while references to the most favorite and the highly talented Princess
Zebunissa are few and far between in the imperial letters; (2) what
really led to the sudden change in the attitude of the Emperor
towards his erstwhile most favourite daughter. The Emperor stopped
her annual pension of four lakhs and confiscated all her properties
and goods and ordered her to be kept confined in the Fort of
Salimgarh. As already indicated, Maulana Shibli was quite wrong
in taking Zinatunnisa as Zebunnisa. It was not a fact that her inno-
cence was established and she was brought out from her prison
house to offer condolence on the death of Hamida Bano Begum,
the mother of Ruhullah Khan. She remained in Delhi and did not
accompany the Emperor to the Deccan because she was immersed
in her own studies and in the library which she had built up at
Delhi. As regards the reason for her sudden fall, we had already
referred to the clandestine correspondence with her willful brother
Akbar. The go-between the brother and the sister was Mulla Aqil
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not Aqil Khan Razi. It was not the question of Aqil Khan which
had wrongly been taken as the main cause of her fall by the
Muslim story writers. It was not Mirza Askari entitled Aqil Khan
Razi but Mulla Aqil who acted as the emissary of correspondence®
between the brother and the sister and who probably egged in the
Prince to display his proverbial Mughal Spirit. Before we proceed to
deal with overt and covert matters considered as the dereliction
of the duty on the part of the Princess leading to her fall and the
time of her imprisonment. It would be better if we take up the pieces
definitely of the Princess occurring in the printed Diwans of Rashti
Irani who called himself 'Makhfi'. They have been quoted in
Yad-e Baiza and also Serv-e Azad of Ghulam Ali Azad Bilgrami.
But they all are devoid of her pen name 'Makhfi', which
fortunately has been mentioned by Champat Rai in ~Mufidul
Insha'. Of these, three quoted in 'Yad-e Baiza' are the
following:—
(1) "Bulbul az gul bugzrad gar dar chaman binad
mara; but prasti kai kunad gar barhaman (Brahman) binad
mara."

(While the nightingale passing through the rose garden
fleetingly looks at me. How can a Brahrnin worship an idol if he
looks at me).

(2) "Dar sukhan pinhan shawam manind-e bu dar barg-e gul ;
har ke didan mayl darad dar sukhan binad mara."

(I become concealed like the sweet smell in the leaves of a
rose flower. Whoever has any desire to see me, may find me out
in my poetical effusions).

(3) "Gar che man laila asaasam, dil chun majnun dar hawaast;
sar ba sahra mi zanam lekin haya zanjir-i-paast"

(Although I am basically garbed in the attire of Laila, but my
heart is like that of Majnun in mood of flattering blandishment. I
dash my head against the barren deserts but the sense of modesty
fettered my feat.

8 See Sarkar's Study in Mughal India, on Zebunnissa.
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(1) "Dukhtar-e shaham wa lekin ru ba faqr awurda-am;

zeb —o0- Zinat az haminast, nam-e man Zebun nisaast".

(I am the daughter of a king but 1 have taken to the ways
of poverty like derweshes. My beauty and decoration lies only in my
name which is the ornament of the women).

(2) "Kaar-e mashugan namak bar Zakhm pinhan
raikhtan;

Kare Aashiq khun-e khud bar pay-e jaanaan rekhtan.

(The business of the beloved ones is to sprinkle salt on the
wounds; but the way of the lover is to shed his blood at the feet of
his beloved).

3) Bish kanad Pushtey-i-ke kham dar garden-i-yare na
shud; Kor beh chashmey ke lazzatgir-i didarey na shud."

(Let the arm break which does not go round the neck of the
beloved; Let the eyes become blind which does not have a taste of the
sight of the beloved).

(4) "Sad Bahar Akhir shud-o- har gul ba farqey ja giraft;
ghuncha-i Baghe dil-e ma zeb-i dastarey na shud."

(Hundreds of springs have come to an end and every flower
has become a decoration on the head. But the rose-bud of my
heart has failed to become an ornament of the head-dress).

(5) "Parwana nistam ke ba yak dam adam shawam;

Sham’am ke bargudazam-o-dam bar niawuram".

(I am not a moth which with one stroke becomes non-

existent, I am the lamp light which dissolves and loses its light but
does not complain).

(6) "Kushad-e ghuncha agar az nasim-i

gulzar ast, Kaleed qufl-e dil-e ma tabassum-

e yar ast."?

9 Obviously these 6 verses imanated from the pen of the great poetess,
Zebunissa and not from Rishti Irani.
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(The rose-bud shoots out into a flower when the breeze of
the spring flows over it. The key to the lock of my heart is the smile
of my infatuated lover).

The career and character of Princess Zebunissa and of her life
and conditions necessitates a thorough study so as to realise the
starting reality of the situation and remove the cobwebs of fanciful,
false, fictional and malicious stories invented by unsympathetic
Muslim story tellers so as to malign her character. Be it be said
to the credit of the renowned historian of Aurangzeb, Sir
Jadunath Sarkar that he has brushed aside all such stories as
which bring the Princess and Aqil Khan Razi together and end in
the latter being roasted alive under a huge cauldron of hot water;
and it is he who distinguishes Aqil Khan from Mullah Aqil, the
latter being an emissary of secret correspondence between the
Princess and her uterine brother Akbar. But the great historian
was also off the track when he suggested that 1663 was the date
of her fall from grace and imprisonment two years after the
dispatch of Akbar to Malwa and his seduction by Durgadas
Rathor. Sarkar was not aware of the long and pathetic letter'? to
her father when she was 40 years of age perhaps sometime even
earlier than 1678 when she might have been put into prison from
which she was never allowed to come out till 1702 when she died at
the age of 64 years.

When Aurangzeb heard of the death of Princess Zebunissa
in the jail (Salimgarh fort) he said to have shed tears and issued
directions for her burial in a Mausoleum within a very large
garden. As regards the actual place of her burial there is a
difference of opinion among the authorities. Some say that she
was buried at Nawan Kot near Lahore, but obviously it was
incorrect. Beale, in his biographical dictionary which is known as
Miftah' (Persian version) writes that her grave was close to
Subzimandi outside the Kabuli Gate in Delhi. This is supported by
Maulana Muhammad Hussain Azad the author of Sukhandan-i-
Fars and Aabe-Hayaat. He goes so far as to write that he saw with

10 This unique and rare letter occurs among other collections of royal letters in
the supplement of lintat-e-Tayibaat.
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his .own eyes the inscription on her tomb which was a Quranic
verse 'Fadkhuli Jannati'.

The writer Princess Zebunissa begins her letter to her father
the Emperor Alamgir by offering endless thanks for his having been
responsible for bringing her out from non-existence into existence
assuming form of human being. Then she makes a very important
statement saying that under the fostering care and favours of the
Emperor she had grown up from a child to a forty years old lady.
How could she be able to offer her sense of frustration to His
Majesty for his reprimands, rebukes and reproofs which very often
conduced to the clearness and purity of the .carnal and spiritual
maladies. The writer felt very much indebted to imperial father for
the miraculous treatment and curative prescription which had been
very effective in removing the ills in her. It was impossible to offer
her sincere and adequate thanks-giving for the favours and blessings
which were conferred upon her and were boundless in extent and
innumerable in measure. Declaring his Majesty as her spiritual guide,
she ventured to put a question as to what was the cause of the wrath
and the reproof meted out to her. How could she be completely
free from the worldly dust and rubbish in her body and soul.
She did not care if she were to be kept without food for hours or
days together. She felt satiated even when her stomach was
devoid of food or nourishment. She also did not mind if she
had to face defeat in the world. There was an occasion when
being struck by torment, physical and mental, she cried out alas;
and shed tears, in profusion evincing the feelings of an immature
person. The aspirations of a worldly person may have once
cropped up and bad blood might have begun to flow in her
veins. But it was a passing phase and a transitory affair. How
happy were the eyes of those which shed tears for her. How august
and sacred were the hearts which burnt for her. Every moment of
weeping and lamentations is followed by cheers and smile. Blessed
is the person who keeps her eyes on the final issue (Dar pas-e har
girya Akhir khandah Aist, Mard-i-Akhir-been Mubarak Bandah
Aist). Ultimately all pains and tribulations converged on a final
point, and the things which were sour and bitter became sweet and
pleasant.
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At the end of the letter she wrote that she was desirous of being
favoured with two things: one was the permission to approaeh his Majesty
and kiss the dust at his feet. The second thing was the opportunity
offerred to her to go on a pilgrimage to Mecca and other sacred places
in Arabia. By virtue of her prayers and devotions she hoped that his
Majesty might have some considerations for her affections whatever faults
and shortcomings she might have been taken to have committed sinful
or sinless, in straight forward or crooked way. Never was any manual
of ethical or moral instructions issued for the writer, who remained
always engaged in counting the beads and offering her obligatory
prayers. She repeated her request to his Majesty to permit her to kiss
the dust at his feet, so that she might have something in store for her on
the judgement day.

As we know the Emperor was relentless even after the receipt of
this beseeching and pathetically-worded letter. It failed to excite any
feeling of compassion or forgiveness in the heart of his Majesty. We
don't know how, in what way and through whom the letter was dis-
patched. She was left to rot and mourn her lot from 1671 to 1701 or
1702. But as already indicated when the news of her death came, the
Emperor could not help shedding tears and ordered a Mausoleum to
be erected in a magnificent garden called 'Tis Hazari'. Let us see what
a modern poet 'Barq Dehlavi' in a book named 'Irshad-us-Salihin avail-
able in Khuda Bakhsh Library, wrote in Urdu verses, a sort of Mournful
elegy. It is being reprinted here as appendix to this article.

ook ok
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Appendix

(Elegy by Barq Dehlavi)

(1)
O e SIa g s (S Ll )
b oa oS Sa ISl a2y S saea
Zeb-un-Nisa Ki Kabr Jo thi Khak men Nihan
Sadyon Ke Bad Uska Mila Gumshudah Nishan

(The tomb of Zebunnisa which was hidden under the debris of

sands; Its trace was at last found out after many centuries).
(2)
=l S0l ol s 2 sl
O e Ul oo L @8 LS
Mashhur Hai Jo Tees Hazari Ke Nam Se
Tha Ganj-i-Be Baha Usi Maidan men Nihan

(What is well known as Tees Hazari. The priceless precious jewel

lay hidden herein).
(3)
s lsls ki L) de e e
Ot S5 SSA ki dea )
Mitti men Mil Raha the Dur-i-Shahwar Haif

Ojhal Nazar se Khak ke Todon ke Dermiyan
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(The precious pearl was hidden under the heap of earth. It was

hidden to the eyes and was buried under the earth).
(4)
LSS paldd o U Gy 2lS
O Ot SA ) > oo 8 (S A
Sahid Pas-i-Fana yeh Takhallus ka tha Asar
Makhfi ki Kabre bhi jo rahi Khak men Nihan

(Perhaps it was due to the allusion indicated by and
involved in her pen name, that the tomb of Makhfi (concealed

one) remained hidden under the heap of the sand for a long time).
(5)
PRIV PR EPERPERPER LY
Ol A5 U s (ysiaa
Ugla Hai Khud Ba Khud ye Dafina Zamin Ne
Mamnoon-i-Justuju Nahin Rudad-i Be-Kasan

(This hidden treasure has risen up out of its own accord.
The narrative devoid of any mark or sign was not indebted to any

deliberated search).
(6)
o e Sl 2 iy gl
OS5 (B g g LA B gl
Taswir Dast burd Hawadis Hai Sar Ba Sar

Ubhra hai Farsh-i-Khak pe jo Nagsh-i-Raigan
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(It is an image struck down by the hands of calamities;

The faint mark which has shot out from beneath the earth).
(7
= e g A e e o 08
L 15y Wie o (g2 1S L 52l
Gumbad Hai Magbara Hai Na Lauh-i-Mazar Hai
Tawiz-i-Kabr Ka Bhi Hai Mit’ta Hua Nishan

(There is neither a dome nor a mausoleum nor
any thing like stone tablet; Every thing about the
structure of stone of brick (tawiz) is becoming

increasingly traceless).
(8)
G BN o B e et S
Olisla (oS e 3 S S (e
Nai Shama Hai Na Chaadar-i-Gul Hai na Kabr-posh
Mitti Ka Ek Dher Hai Ibrat Ki Dastan

(There is nothing like lamp post or carpet of flowers nor
any covering over the burial place. There is only a heap
of dust, what has become only a legendary story of

warning of example).
©)
BIBYISTIEY ECYSIEN Pyt ey

Ol QW b e 1)



-17-

Wiraniy-i-Lahad Hai Mujawir Sar-i-Mazar
Za’ir Hujum-i-Yas Tabahi Hai Pasban

(The desolation of the inner portion of the tomb serves as
its custodian. The devastation of the inside portion of the

tomb (lahad) serves its Pilgrim and as its Watchman).
(10)
Kl ‘}.‘I&\Cmd)gsl
Ok U st 5o JSS AS LS 50 Jam
Hai Gard Se Ata Hua Ambaar Khak Ka
Sabzah to Kya Ke Shakl-i-Numu Bhi Nahin Ayan

(Which over-hidden by heap of dust, what to speak of
vegetation, there is no sign or trace of an iota of grass

shooting out of it).
(1)
SH = Gen s S o S
Olams o521 5O pun ) Llea
Udti Hai Khak Aur Barasti Hai Tirgi
Chahya Hua Hai Hasrat-o-Andoh Ka Saman

(There is at times rise of dust and it is followed by the
down-pour of darkness. The atmosphere presents a scene of grief

and affliction).

The reference to the garden of Tees Hazari and mention
of ‘Makhfi’ as the nom-de-plume of the princess Zebunnisa in the

above Urdu verses are worthy of our special attention.
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A Ghazal 6y Zebunnisa
Gy i) ) 2l AS Sl ae i L
Gt ) S gL AS e s 355 55
Ba Gulshan-e-Gam Saz Ke Baghey beh azin Neest
Khoon-e-Khud iwaz-e-maye Ke ayaghey beh azin Neest
Gl Gl Qliga 5 (S Jaad Al 5
Cod ) ) ) g AS die dlA
Parwana Tahammul Kun-wa-Mahtab Nasheen bash
Dar Khana-e-muflis Ke Chiraghey beh azin Neest
Camaa i ) (g0 o R A€l
VRTINS PN AU FE JUETCPRST
Hangama Kunam garm man az nasha-e-sohbat
Dar Mazhab-e-ahbab dimaghey beh azin Neest
ShlA Curea g GER 5 S 5 (5 pdne
Caad ah O 218 las) &S 3L (A
Mashoog-o Maye-o Gulshan-o Jamiyat Khatir
Khush Bash Ke asbab faraghey beh azin Neest
33 0% eslis s 58S sm
Cassi ol ) 21 B Glle s
Soz-e-Jiger wa Shola bafanoos badan zad
Bar seena-e-ashign Gul-e-daghey beh azib Neest
A a5 AS a8 a0 s
Cad Gl Sl gl e lbol ) 2
Makhfi na nihad gaam bara’eke buwad kam
Dar Rah-e-Talab Hech Suraghey beh azin Neest
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